VIOLENCE   DISPOSES   OF   CONSCIENCE

to acknowledge that one of Gastellio's nephews had lent
them this Conseil. Impetuously the hunters followed up
the fresh trail, hoping, at last, to bring their quarry to bay.
In very truth the book, "evil, because crammed with
errors," was a new work by Castellio. He had lapsed
into his old "error.93 Incurable, it seemed, was his
Erasmian desire for a peaceful settlement of the conflict
that raged within the Church. He could not remain
silent when, in his beloved France, religious persecution
was beginning to reap a bloody harvest, and when the
Protestants, incited by the Genevese, were taking up arms
against the Catholics. As if he could foresee the Massacre
of St. Bartholomew and the horrors of the Huguenot
wars, he felt impelled, at the eleventh hour, to demon-
strate the futility of such bloodshed. Not one doctrine,
nor the other, he explained, was, in itself, erroneous; but
invariably false and criminal was the attempt to constrain
a man to a belief he did not hold. All the evil on earth
arose out of this "forcement des consciences":, continually
renewed was the bloodthirsty attempt of narrow-minded
fanatics to impose constraints upon conscience. How-
ever, as Castellio goes on to show, it is not only immoral
and illegal to try and constrain any one to avow accept-
ance of a belief to which he is opposed; but it is also
foolish, nonsensical. Such a pressgang to gather in
recruits for the support of a philosophy or a creed can
only secure hypocrites. The thumbscrew, the rack, or
any other such constraint, achieves no more than a
nominal increase in the membership of a party. Prose-
lytes are gained at the cost of a mathematical falsification
whereby genuine adherents are deceived as well as the
outer world. Castellio writes, in words that are univer-
sally applicable: "Those who wish to win over the
largest possible number of supporters willy-nilly, re-
semble a fool who has a barrel containing only a little
wine, and fills it up with water in order to have more
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